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"In the center of town there was a square, the big market square. All days of the week the square waited for Thursday, the
market day. On that day the square was not only the center of town, it was the center of the whole universe...

Farmers from all over have flowed to the market place with their families, some by wagons and horses and some by foot.
The crowdedness grew stronger. The wagon owners have loaded their wares and made their way through the forest's
paths. When they arrived in the big market, they mingles with the locals and for the next few hours together they have
created a market's noise until the one who is not used to this noise became dizzy. Aside from sellers and buyers, you
would find on that day those who were just ‘hanging around'. Those were people with no occupation, idlers whose pockets
were completely empty... They hung around between the '‘Mish-Mash' of people and merchandize, set their eyes on all the
abundance before them and with an aching heart and empty hands returned to their homes famished.

Whether the town's poor came to the fair or not, its noise was no weaker; all was bubbly. Taken from the stalls, first comes
first served, were bags of seeds, crops, all kinds of vegetables, milk and its products, eggs, fruit of the season and poultry.
Prices ran from mouth to ear, here and there, talks made to convince, attempts to influence, words of business jargon,
bargaining, compromises expressed by a slap on the palm of the hand as a sign of a closure of a deal, money exchanged
for goods that were quickly pulled off the stalls by the buyers and with no less time were the coins hidden by the farmers
inside the rough linen shirt close to the chest. From their stalls, the Jews were selling items of clothing: trousers, shirts,
suits, hats, shoes and pants, sieves for sifting flour, milk jugs. To the young peasants with coquettish tendency the Jews
sold white collars and cravats, and to the farmers' daughters- skirts, blouses and scarves. Owners of shops near the
square especially enjoyed market days because their shops were flooded with buyers on that day. There the farmers
bought fabrics for costumes and whites, flour, legumes and sugar, oil, tar to rub their boots with, kerosene, iron, nails and
ropes. Was there something the farmers didn't buy?... There were also farmers who have just received their earning and
were already drinking it in the tavern.”

"A world by itself was the beast market. Unlike the crowded regular market in which the eye could barely follow what is
happening there, this market had less people but plenty of flesh. The animals were standing tied, ruminating, waving their
tails and not paying attention to the many hands that were checking the fat on their backs or touching the nipples of their
udders. Those dealers knew how to evaluate the amount of meat and fat of the cow or the quantity of milk it can provide.
The horse traders also had ways and methods of evaluating their stock. With experienced eyes they used to check the
horse's body while turning around it and looking for wounds and abscesses, opening its mouth and counting its teeth,
lifting its leg and checking its condition and making sure it can hold a horseshoe. They would make the horse run and
while doing so measure the bones of its legs and their steadiness. There were traders whose day was full of luck and
profit, but some lost their money and became owners of troubles although they were smart and understanding... Only one
day of the week the town was teeming with life, on the other days it was sleepy and sunken, abandoned by God and
man..."

(From Shmuel Bar-On's book "And the Heavens were Quiet" 1992)

Translated to English by Daphna Brafman
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Market Place not on a market day photo taken in the twenties
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Market Place not on a market day photo taken in 1918.

next | prev. Jewish Shops, in the background the church
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Marketplace and Jewish shops orTa'a ni'nni piwn 10D
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Farmers from the area villages arrive with merchandize to deal in the market once a week
every Thursday. The twenties.
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Bifgoraj. Rynel.

MIYXIN D71YD "INN7n 197 NliNN ZIY 01' 7Y InIX'ya 0T 2NN PIvn 10D

market place on a market day photographed before WWI Crowded
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One more look at the Bilgoraj market place The Thirties.
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The burned marketplace
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> Marketplace 1943, the ruined townrhall;
next prev. Photographed by a German soldier:




Marketplace after. the fire and air raid. ax¥sanl ASAwa AN 7IYa 101D
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life goes on, the marketplace on a market day 1943, but
without the local Jewish merchants and clients. Note the
,destroyed municipality and German soldiers.




Targ na bilgorajskim rynku - 1943 rok.jpg
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Merchant exhibiting their merchandise [market looks abandoned Perhaps

because of the war Photographed in 1943]. next prev.
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Wrecking and erasing the old town
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The marketplace clean from demolition
the destroyed Town hall was erased
too. Photographed 2 years after the war
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