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BURNING BILGORAJ. . . ™

“... Two weeks after the war br.e\elg\f)ut, almest all of Polandfwas conguered and controlled by the Germans who
invaded fromthe west, and by their*allies the Russiansiwho invaded from thie east. The previolsly independent
state was grasped.by a painful and viciBus ring and held'BYy the nails offthoseawho tortured her. A dark cloud was
hanging above it and uTmIer‘it a fire that'devoured cities anditowns ‘and; every. place where tiere was life and
every place where there was man. A devillpossessed with a ‘dybbuk® didasit hsed. Hisfwild Behavior knew not
limits, and when,the traces of#his flamjes went to another plagaja that remained hinﬁ were ashes and
firebrands, walls @bn which traces of fire remained andispoty, and smokyawind oSt %!Okéd around as if from
inside the eyes of skeletonstskulls. Oniits way, the bitte e didinot skip BilgorajfEightidays after the beginning
of the war, the town was set on fifelby German agents and became, a'slatighteringiniferno

) the sUnNNGratiated NISElIRes it na spring that has arrived
before its time and not a single cloud Was seen in tHe SKyAEreeripted NnNVaIsIplaces, but the starting bonfire

to heaven, flames and smoke mounted up and, at thEssamerime Niamesthurstan alliether Jewish holyasitesyilihe
Great Synagogue, the great Beit-Midrash, all the shtiB€ls; and thesnewseheder;all"that Jews builtffor God was

Om one heme;to the next and shattering
hrough a field,of creps that stood In its
other, passedjthe fire'like in a torch

Bilgoraj was soon immersed in powerful beams of fi a+- passed
sparks were carried all over. It looked as though the fireswa \spreadin
ripeness and devouring its dry produce. Old houses, leaningragainst €
race, although this mad race destroyed its carrier too. oden ﬁ lls, oldWooeden roofin ) dﬁew@[g a e
other, throughout and crosswise the streets, all blazed and burSed. The terrified residents e”ﬁna‘gi ng that
not only their town vanishes, but the entire world is™Being ‘destroyed. From aboVe, oV oked whoever
overlooked and saw how a small clearing of a forest within‘a,green giant blazes inside the'inferno. Hundreds of
residents concealed their faces with their hands to protect th’e_m from the heat and through the space between
their fingers, they looked with their run out eyes how a pillar of Smoke began rising from the town and ascended
up above and terrified they realized that this evil has touched themt There were among them those whose spirit
was broken from the beginning. Others, on the other hand, tried not to lose common sense in these hard
momentsiand they tried to encourage and comfort... "

[Shmuel Bar-On] Translated by Dafna Brafman.



N HARNNAS) AR AREAY

AP YN0 YYN AN Yl ,7ann Y anr 290 9% nivd? anal Y'En minna 12 wnwn aTtaywd ...
N DN'VAN IN7Y N'DS022 NIXXNNN D'YAL,MN'YUA NV 12D D'YIRA INMR-TNA DMITIR YN 2TI0 WY
170 A9NY MY D DY .00V NN DR RN NIZRN IR DYRIY ,WYIN 7Y Nipn IR DR2ZW ,DNYn
' Q) MY TR YT IR x0Ty YR [pra MIino 09N MR V'R ,NAA YYD
TNON LN NTR WYAN LAY 19010 'Y V.. 70W10) bynd 77avY TR Tn anhw X% Ty ora"

Y7721 NN TINY' X7 NIDIAN 2V N0ONN ,MYAY A ANIT ' TV 90 X T

2N WY I D'oINY I'RNVY LRI, NNTNA NN 197NN DWNR NNINIoNY 'MYN NRNKR NNY qenY
NIT NINT .0pMY7 'DINY 720 DY Ppm W 297N L[aRNRD IR NIRYnnl NRIFTRA DANITA?
D'YINDY ,)2 T TV ,NVNOIN aNTA D'OIVNN Y DNYSIA .0 AV7 ANTMIRA DENN DY) NIBIOdI
DND NIRAA AR 19'EAI ANTYA DINNY 10122 D'OIVAN .A0NA INKR AUNT INYTA AWa X7 UL ,0TRIY 7Y IN9R
LMD NIARYA 177 1700 ™Y Aopn IR ™ 70'TIAD YW DAIOR NN DI NTYINY? AN DhYVN
NNNN ATV ARTRD LY [N 1YY DMYN 'R YW anxYa D'TY DXIN'S .DNYLVN AR NN DTY 7Y 10)
NINIYY yN7 1700 ,0nTRO 7Y INDNYA 0'YIR ,NNNA X9 27Dan1 Aninn .00 2% 29ninn v axn gl
ONMIYNTA DA'YRY DR 10 0N 221 Tipan NN "R DnyY 17°0n D"INR ,Ann'ma 197 N9NIY aann
D'7NA0 NN DNNN 17721 19T [0 QN NIRAY TV JNY N0Y POTA TAYY DV TV ,7Th A2 A Tan

LOINNND DY92 ININYT 1ANR D'YURaAN ,19Y2 A0 197 ATV ,]2'N-12 INd A I'TNa ,NIYNNN

nnyyn 0mnMY an 'O .a% Thon NITYAIN 2D AT ANTRD .DAIT 20 NN ,nN0% nd ,nxyoan IRy
MY D'FINY NN YRV 72X 79 0™ N2 1IN ,0NIT INNEARTRD IR 2T 1200 NN ,a%Nn% AXXonn
12 PR awn'mi LJp X722 NN 0AYTIAL DNIDYY  INO NNMA0 DIE IRD NINNITE RN NISIA D20 ANTNA
1727 ANIN DR7N NINA DI ,NAN ONY DX ITAY NDYY In DUINOo D'XY 732 ...07T 4N PINYA 'RTAYNR
,DUYUN NYAY NI NNYA LRI ...DTNYR N DAY INNIY ,DYTA NIDRA D'AIDOL,MIAN 0 T anMna

- NAN'MN 79 DRI DMI0™M NN NNV NIXN NN N0 ,VNNA XY 7¥ D*NXI NNY* 2 DYV IT

(-2 )




Jilora| TSWCTIHERNEEM EK

...When the sun was already standing at the top of the firmament and beginning to lean toward another part of the
world, a loud noise was approaching. It was a deafening and annoying noise in its monotony. People were as if just
awakened from a sleep and with eyes scampering like mercury, they set their eyes to the sky, following after the source
of the noise, hearing the voices and seeing the sights around them. With every passing second, the noise was
becoming stronger and shaking the bearded faces with strong shakes of the air waves. "God!" shouted one whose
home was devoured by fire. "Hasn't the extent of your judgment reached its fullness? Have we been punished too
little?"... The skies continued shelling... the noise drilled inside the temples... fear grasped all until it seemed as though
the skin that covered the bodies will not withstand the tension and crack.

For long seconds | felt like a whirligig. Events rotated in my mind rapidly. My brain, whose cells were overflowing with
visions and thoughts, seemed to stagnate, blur. My eyes were so stuck up in the sky with no ability to move them away.
Heavy images with silver wings rapidly approached the town. The appearance of the airplanes was surprising, so
surprising that people stood all frozen and none thought of seeking a shelter. The planes entered city limits and
surrounded the flames. Was it their objective to perpetuate the tragedy of the Jews through photographs? And then,
following their second encirclement, they began diving as they are accompanied by terrible roars, leaned on one side
and released their charge. Mighty explosions equal to thousands of thunders sounded from the ground. The earth
shook under our feet and the shock waves moved in all directions. Commotion and panic erupted at once. People fell
flat on their faces, beginning to run to trenches dug before the war. Others threw themselves into drainage channels
and with all their might covered their heads with their arms. The shock wave was so strong that all those standing on
its way were swept away with it. Traces of the flames were also pushed aside and revealed the whispering embers. The
vision resembled a deceased person whose relatives wish to see for the last time a minute before he is covered with
dust.

After the bombardment, as before, all remained inanimate. The earth ceased its fearful shaking. All that was thrown up
by the force of the bombardment have already landed back on the ground and remained still, scattered among waves of
sinking dust. Deep holes widely opened on the ground and around them cold and lifeless bodies as in a cold day of
autumn. Birds and their fledglings remained without a nest. And from above, Asmodeus king of demons was laughing a
laugh full of blood... Under the leafless trees stood survivors, whose homes were burnt, staring on their generous
share of fate and saturated in blows of rage that had befallen on them from the sky... Bilgoraj, the Jewish town full of
years, the one that dwelled among forests of the evergreen trees, has concluded its life of hundreds of years and
torment and pain of the war...

Shmuel Bar-On

Translated to English By Daphna Brafman




