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Exposure Jewish and Polish of victims corpses in a common grave in the Rapa forest

one kilometer from Bilgoraj [1946].
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Official funerals to the bodies of the murdered in the
Christian cemetery near the bridge of the white river.
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Redemption of the dead- "Exhuming" (Taking out of the graves)

Monica Adamtchek Grabowski is a Professor of Yiddish and Yiddish Literature at the University of Lublin
and an impressive and refined woman who's Yiddish is the delight many Jews would want to be blessed
with. We became acquainted when she approached me and asked for materials and help for a project she
was hired to do by the Bilgoraj Singer Association- the translation of Avraham Kronenberg's book 'The
Destruction of Bilgoraj' from Yiddish to Polish. | met the woman in Lublin, there was an exchange of
letters between us, and | filled her request for materials necessary for understanding the book and
deciphering photographs. Monica sent me some photographs from the book and asked to know their
meaning. Some of the photographs state the page of the book in which they appear. | looked at the
matching chapter and read it thoroughly. The chapter discusses a group of Jews who traveled to Bilgoraj
in 1948 and, with the help of local hired Poles, they have located places in which the town's Jews were
murdered and brought them to burial at the local Jewish cemetery. | added the numbers reported in the
chapter and counted at least 209 bodies, | say 'at least' because the chapter also tells about bones of
more dead found at the Rappa forest, bones and not bodies since the forest's animals left nothing but dry
bones that were scattered all over.

Here is the chapter's translation: (names of places mentioned in this testimony indicate that members of
this delegation are familiar with all the sites. They use the words 'by this or other place’, names of places
and part of the Christian names. These names will be meaningless to those who don't know the town. That
is why | write the name in their original form as it appears in the book, making sure | don't disrupt the
name and hurt authenticity.)

EXHUMING

Yehuda Scharf, Ben-Tsion Rosenboim, Yoel Langbord and Chaim Shtern
From A. Kronenberg's book "The Destruction of Bilgoraj" pp. 315-318
A splendid chapter in the history was written by the remnant of the Bilgorajans and initiated by a number
of local Jews: Scharf Yehuda, Rosenboim Ben-Tsion from Wroclaw, Weinberg Shlomo, Bron from Lodge,
Shtern Chaim, Yoel Langbord and Lemel Veiderpelz from Szceszcin.
Ignoring the fact that in the vicinity of Bilgoraj there were constant attacks of the A.K. members (Polish
Anti-Semite Partisans), the delegation traveled with faithful intent to perform the holy task, a tribute to the

dead and a tribute to those who survived!



We arrived in Bilgoraj at the end of November 1948. The town was completely burnt, not a single Jew
remained. The streets were empty, paved with tombstones. The chiming voices of Jewish children were
no longer heard. The town was in chaos, the cemetery was plowed, the wall destroyed, all was erased. The
synagogue and places of Torah study were ruined. Not a single sign that a Jewish settlement had existed
here remained.

With no further thought we began our holy task. We hired the help of Christian workers who assisted us
and pointed to us the places where Bilgorajan Jews were murdered. At the first time we exhumed about 90
victims.

First we took out Golda Shtorm. She was lying in a crate behind the small flour mill. The carpenter
Gilawski arrived and told us where Yekutiel Fest was laying. We took him out of his grave. He was placed
by the entrance to the Zamoszer Forest.

From the Doller forest, a place used as a work site of Majdanek, we exhumed 27 people. From Boyar forest
we took Mrs. Zilberfine. We found a grave inside water at the Kutsulkes among the Smolskis. Twenty
bodies were laying there, one on top of the other. The water made them stick and it was necessary to take
them out with pitchforks. There we found Moshe Madel with his wife and daughters, the Taveres, the
Darenbosts, and others.

The Second time

Those who participated in this operation: Yehuda Scharf, Yoel Langbord, Avraham Glantz, Lemel
Veiderpelz, Israel Zilbertsweig and Herschel Zilberfine. Yehuda Taver was taken out near Rososhnovker's
yard. Near Valianes' sawmill a man was exhumed (it should have been Avraham Scharf).

We took out other dead near the Roseshanowkis, close to the Christian cemetery.

On the slope of the Matsiakhen by the river, following an exhausting work we exhumed Tsvia Klickshtein
and a child, both were shot there.

The third time

Those participating in the operation: Yehuda Scharf, Brunner, Yoel Langbord.

Near Hitsel they took out Hillel Yanover and Shimon Binn. Shalom Glicklach was taken out by the spring.
At the 'Raffa’ near Zbatovaskin Avraham Scharf's wife and daughter, Shmuel Viantche, Gershtanmans- all
the families were taken out. There we found only bones. The animals of the forest devoured the rest.

From under the piles we exhumed Moshe Boim. Yokel Cohen, Grin pal's son in law and Litchi Katzenberg

were taken out at the Fabricant forest.

We gathered all the dead victims and buried at the cemetery.
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What was left from the Bilgoraj Jewish Cemetery. Most of the gravestone uprooted, walls demolished.
[photo November 1948]
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In the Bilgoraj Jewish Cemetery 1948.
Left to right: Haim Stern, Ben-Zion Rozenboim, Joel Langbord, Jehuda [idel] Sharph
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Transferring the corpuses from the places of murder to the Bilgoraj Jewish Cemetery.
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Transferring the corpuses from the places of murder to the Bilgoraj Jewish Cemetery.
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Reburials of the victims In the Bilgoraj Jewish Cemetery.

Left to right: Lemmel Viderfeltz, Jehuda [idel] Sharph , Joel Langbord, Haim Stern and Ben-Zion Rozenboim .
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Reburials of the victims In the Bilgoraj Jewish Cemetery.
Left to right: Lemmel Viderfeltz, Jehuda [idel] Sharph , Joel Langbord, Haim Stern and Ben-Zion Rozenboim .




