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When he was young he worked as a barber in the town of Izvitsa. And although he
had to put up with so much in that town, he continued loving it till the day he died.
His wish was to travel to lzvitsa again or to Russia where his brother lived. "A
beautiful town is Russia” he used to say. And these two places were his favorite
"cities" he always talked about.

At a later stage he returned to his home town and worked in his father's barber shop
and even helped him playing at weddings as a kleizmer. Every wedding was filled
with joy as soon as he arrived there. Half of the town's people stood behind the
windows. But the man had a habit- from time to time, while the wedding was going
on, he would grab his violin and disappear through the back door. The public used to
insult and call him 'Chaim Bruder is a Mamzer'.

Following his father's death, Chaim continued to live with his mother Malka. He had
excessive craving for the hot potato pie his mother used to bake for him. When the
band discovered that Chaim's mother prepares a pie for him, they secretly replaced
the oil with castor oil. The pie looked good, and Chaim did not stop praising its
oiliness, but on that same night he almost returned his soul to his creator... From
that time on his craving for that dish ceased to exist.

At the age of sixty he desired to take a wife. He had no knowledge of what the band
had in store for him. Naively he thought that the news of his wedding leaked to
nobody's ears, but it was revealed to the kleizmer band that he is going to travel to
his wedding and they gathered with their instruments behind his home. Chaim woke
up in the morning, prepared himself for the wedding and, as he left the house and
climbed on his wagon, all the kleizmers went out to the street and began playing. The
town's people gathered and escorted Chaim out of town. Chaim loved his home more
than anything else. He did not use electricity for fear that it will shake the walls.

As he got old he lost his eye sight. He used to sigh heavily. When asked why he
sighed, he answered: "had | known that I'll become blind, | would have gone to
Russia earlier to see my brother.” In his latter days he expressed regret for not being
able to see his home one last time before leaving this world.
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Translated into English by Daphna Brafman
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