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The cemetery was her whole world. She felt there more at home
than in her own home. Shortly after waking up in the morning she
would head to the cemetery although it was far, at the outskirts of
town. She spent almost full days there. There was not a single
grave she did not know who is buried inside it, even graves from
days afar. And if this isn't enough, she also knew the 'Yortzeit' of
each deceased.

When someone became ill in town, people rushed to Chinkal'eh
and pay her to go and beg on his behalf before his departed.
Years ago Chinkal'eh was a Rebbetsen, teaching girls how to
pray.

In her last years she became blind and since then helped by her
only son Avraham-Chaim'l who led her to the cemetery day by
day.

Any person who would come to the cemetery to visit the grave of
a family member first went to Chinkal'eh, and she led him straight
to the grave. She would knock on the gravestone as if asking for
the attention of the deceased, and call with a loud voice: "Sara,
Sara, your daughter Pearl has come to visit you..." Even when
she was blind she knew exactly how to lead every comer to his
family's and ancestors' graves.

From 'The Destruction of Bilgoraj', p. 201

Translated by Daphna Brafman

Chinkal'eh
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